
 
 

 

 
 

      

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 At least ten people killed in 

renewed sectarian clashes in 

Bambari  

 Gender based violence an 

endemic problem in CAR 

 RRM cuts activities due to 

low funding 

 Humanitarian needs rising in 

Bria after upsurge of violence 

 Chronic malnutrition has 

increased being among the 

highest in the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURES  

 
# of  IDPs 

 
368,859  

# of refugees 461,000 

Population  in need 
of  aid 

2,7 M 

Population affected 
by food insecurity 

1,5 M 

  

FUNDING 

613 million  
requested (US$) 

 

37% funded 
 

 

 

 

For more information, 
please visit 
www.unocha.org/car or 
www.humanitarianrespon
se.info/fr/operations/centr
al-african-republic/ or 

www.twitter.com/OCHA_
CAR 

 

Renewed clashes leave thousands of new 
displaced in Bambari 
An upsurge of violent attacks in Bambari (Ouaka Province) was reported on 20 August 
where inter-community violence persists in the central region of the Central African 
Republic (CAR). The crisis broke out following the murder of a taxi motorcyclist in the 
Bornou neighborhood, causing casualties and the death of at least ten civilians. This 
caused the eruption of renewed inter-community violence further deteriorating an already 
dire humanitarian situation and forcing thousands of people to displace due to fear of 
further attacks. One staff from the Red Cross Movement in the exercise of their mandate 
was also injured during an attack. The situation on the ground remains volatile and 
unpredictable and humanitarian actors in Baambari are slowly resuming activities 
including assesments and response after several days of temporarily suspension dur to 
insecurity of the operating environment. A relocation of 59 non-essential humanitarian 
staff was done on August 25 from Bambari to Bangui. Unlike the capital Bangui, where 
relative calm was restored since several months ago, many areas in the provinces remain 
lawless. 
 
Meanwhile a number of security incidents in and around Bria (Haute Kotto Province) have 
led to grave inter community  tensions. This degenerated into a large-scale manifestation 
and open violence on the morning of 24 August.  As a result of these incidents, the local 
market was closed and barricades installed. Casualties figures include four people killed 
and many injured. Following the violence, a number of IDPs who initially gathered around 
the Moroccan camp at the airport have been re-directed and are currently concentrated 
around the Sri Lankan camp.  
 
Since 2013, CAR has been suffering a devastating humanitarian crisis. More than half of 
the population – 2,7 million people – are in need of aid. 20% are displaced within or 
outside the country, About 368,000 people are still internally displaced (IDPs) including 
over 33,000 in Bangui still living in 31 makshift camps and other sites. The crisis has 
forced around 220,000 people to flee to Cameroon, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo 
and the Republic of Congo since December 2013, bringing the number of Central African 
refugees in neighbouring countries to about 461,000 people 
 
Security remains volatile and unpredictable and continues hindering the work of relief 
organisations. The ongoing insecurity has more than halved food production.The level of 
chronic malnutrition has increased and is currently among the highest in the world (40 per 
cent of the under 5-year old population according to UNICEF).  
 
Over half of the 4.6 million population of the country is in immediate need of humanitarian 
assistance. The situation of the IDPs is of particular concern. Priority needs are food 
security, health care, water, sanitation and hygiene, shelter and basic households items. 
There is no national capacity to assist those affected, and relief efforts are taking place 
under very challenging conditions. Less than 25 per cent of the population has access to 
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safe drinking water and adequate sanitation facilities. The national health system has 
collapsed due to widespread violence, destruction of public infrastructure and basic 
services, the overall situation remains alarming as half ot the population having effective 
access to health. Around 1,5 million people are food insecure. Communities stocks are 
empty and livelihoods have been severely affected by the fighting and looting provoking 
substancial increases in food prices and decrease in households income. 
 
On 22 August, after several weeks of strikes, traffic resumed on the main supply route 
linking Bangui, with the port of Douala in Cameroon. Since July, lorry drivers from 
Cameroon have refused to carry goods into CAR, in protest at poor security conditions. 
Armed attacks against lorries on the main road—which stretches for 1,400 km between 
Douala and Bangui, via a border crossing at Garoua-Boulaï—have multiplied in recent 
months. On 18 July, a Cameroonian driver was killed when a commercial convoy was 
attacked on the Lokoti-Bangui corridor, prompting the strike. Since then Bangui has 
experienced serious shortages of basic goods, such as flour, rice and cooking gas. The 
landlocked country relies on Cameroon for around 90 per cent of its imports, and trade 
disruption has severe implications for the fragile economy.  
 

On 24 August, CARs highest court overturned a decision by the transitional parliament 
that would have barred tens of thousands of refugees who had fled to neighbouring 
countries from voting in October's presidential election. The court, said parliament's June 
30 decision to exclude refugees violated the 2013 constitution which gives every adult 
citizen the right to vote. There are about 461,000 Central African refugees in neighboring 
countries. UN humanitarian bodies had voiced concern about the transitional assembly's 
decision. 

 

At least ten people 

killed and 

thousands newly 

displaced after 

sectarian violence 

erupted in Bambari  
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Shaken but not broken: women recover from 
traumatic incidents  
 
Gender-based violence is widespread in the Central African Republic (CAR) and since 
the conflict broke out in 2012, the GBV sub-cluster has received regular reports of new 
GBV incidents, including accounts of rape, sexual slavery and kidnapping for forced 
marriage allegedly committed by parties to conflict.  
 
Thus far in 2015, aid groups in CAR have managed a caseload of 3,000 GBV cases, 
(there were 6,700 in 2014) though this figure does not reflect the true extent of the 
problem, as societal stigma, fear of reprisal attacks and community rejection lead to 
severe under-reporting.  
 
GBV has long been a widespread problem in CAR. As GBV Coordinator with United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Noemi Dalmonte, put it: “sexual violence is a social 
and conflict-related transmitted disease in CAR”. Before the conflict according to a study 
by the Ministry of Social Affairs, National Solidarity and Gender, 47 per cent of women 
older than 15 have experienced sexual assault, and 65 per cent of women have 
experienced intimate partner violence.  
 
“My rapists took away my dignity as a woman but they did not destroy my soul”  

 
In CAR’s northern region, Marie, 32, and Nadine, 24, shared a husband. Between them, 
they have five children. In May 2014, four armed men barged into their home while Marie 
was feeding her toddler and chatting to Nadine who was six-months pregnant at the time. 
The armed men raped both women and brutally killed their husband in their presence, 
then burned the family home before leaving. The women took their children and fled into 
the bush, staying there for several months before they dared to return to their village. 
While in the bush, they did not have access to basic social services including healthcare, 
they slept in the open air exposed to mosquitoes and ate wild fruits and vegetables. “My 
rapists took away my dignity as a woman but they did not destroy my soul. I remain 
hopeful that peace will soon return in my beloved country and this nightmare will end” 
said Marie. Nadine and Marie sought assistance for themselves and their children after 
their ordeal. They were given counselling, medical attention and food aid, which helped 
them to recover from the trauma. Nadine had a safe delivery in August 2014 and both 
women hope for a better future for their six children.  
 
“I have gained back my dignity”  
 
Ginette, 24, lives in the Central region of CAR. She too, was raped by four armed men, in 
front of her husband’s family. After this incident, his family rejected her, she said, with 
tears in her eyes. “I was very angry; I had lost all my dignity and human integrity. I was 
humiliated and I thought that all was lost for me. That it was now useless for me to live. 
After this dreadful incident, I took ill and moved into a tent with my aunt in a site for 
internally displaced people. My aunt took me to the hospital for medical assistance but 
two weeks later, my illness did not improve even though I was taking my medications 
religiously”.   
 
Ginette was not responding well to medical treatment so her doctor referred her for 
psychosocial support. “They sent me to a listening center where I spoke to a counsellor 
after which I attended a vocational training. After a few months, I am now empowered and 
respected within my family and in my community. I feel healed and I have gained back my 
dignity and integrity.”  
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March 8, 2015. Kaga Bandoro. CAR. Women celebrate International 
Womens Day. Source:  IRC/Christian Bovi 

GBV prevention and response 
 
A number of aid organizations, 
including COOPI, Mercy Corps, 
Médecins Sans Frontières, 
International Rescue Committee, 
UNFPA, UNHCR and UNICEF are 
working to help gender-based 
violence survivors in CAR by 
providing a package of medical, 
legal and psychosocial services.  
 
The kind of assistance survivors 
can seek, the roles and 
responsibilities of different aid 
groups and government 

departments for prevention efforts 
and data collection and the 
coordination structure for 

addressing GBV cases are all outlined in the standard operating procedures for GBV 
prevention and response in CAR, adopted in late July 2015. More than 20 state 
structures, including the Ministries in charge of gender, security, justice and health, 
national NGOs, humanitarian organizations and the UN peacekeeping mission in CAR, 
MINUSCA, fed into the guidelines.  
 
Aid groups provide post-rape exposure treatment, which consists of emergency 
contraception and psychosocial support - just under one third of health facilities in CAR 
can offer these services for rape survivors. 
 

The legal advice consists of listening to the survivor and documenting the complaint. CAR 
has a weak justice system and few cases of GBV are brought to justice – those that were 
brought forward in 2015 were judged as indecent assaults not rape cases. 
 
Aid groups work to reduce GBV stigma by raising awareness of the problem with youth 
groups, families, community and faith leaders, as well as with law enforcement 
authorities. Only by working at all of these levels, they say, can survivors feel safe 
enough to report cases freely.  They could do more if they had more financial support 
said UNFPA’s Dalmonte. The GBV sector has received just 10 per cent of the funding 
needed by the protection sector, and can be estimated at 33 per cent of needs, and as a 
result, GBV programming has been reduced from 37 to 24 sub-provinces. “We urge the 
donor community to strengthen their support to GBV survivors because immediate 
assistance within a 72-hour period after a rape incident could save a person’s life,” said 
Dalmonte.  
 
* The names of persons and localities have been changed for protection reasons, story 
credit to Mercy Corps and IRC.  
 

139,000 people benefitted from RRM 

 
The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), coordinated by UNICEF with the support of 
OCHA, is a tool available to the humanitarian community, which is integrated in the CAR 
Humanitarian Coordination structure. It aims to maintain a humanitarian stand-by capacity 
for multi-sectoral assessment and rapid response as a last resort for non-food items, 
water and sanitation, following a shock requiring humanitarian response.     
                   
The RRM focuses on the areas where the most acute vulnerabilities have been identified, 
characterized by the complexity of access constraints (logistics and/or security) and by a 
lack of humanitarian actors. 
The RRM targets extremely vulnerable populations following a shock associated with an 
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armed conflict, natural disaster or an 
epidemic including people displaced 
over less than three months or who are 
accessible over less than three months, 
host families in areas targeted by the 
RRM program, returnees over less than 
three months or accessible for less than 
three months, populations affected by an 
epidemic or by natural disasters. 
 
One of the objectives of the RRM is to 
alert and inform the humanitarian    
community on situations of extreme 

vulnerability to enable sectorial or multi-sectorial responses, in areas not covered by the 
RRM sectors. 
 
The Multi Sectorial Assessment (MSA) is an assessment tool used to measure the 
vulnerability of populations in the following sectors: Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH), non-food items /Shelter (NFI/Shelter), Food Security, Education, Health, 
Nutrition and Protection. The assessment findings are used as an advocacy tool for 
clusters and largely disseminated to the humanitarian community and discussed in 
various forums.  
 
The Co-pil is the RRM decision making and strategic body consisting of: RRM 
implementing partners, the UNICEF RRM team, OCHA Head of Office, inter-cluster 
Coordinator and the NFI/shelter, WASH and protection cluster Observer members include 
ECHO, the Health and Nutrition clusters. 
 
The RRM strategy is based on the pre-positioning of human, material and financial 
resources. This enables the RRM to provide timely response to humanitarian shocks.  
 
During the first half of 2015 the RRM was able to cover 75 per cent of the entire country 
with the partnership between UNICEF and five NGOs; namely, ACF, Solidarités 
International, ACTED, DRC and PU-AMI. These partnerships have enabled the set-up of 
11 operational bases, and a standby base. The operational bases are located in 
Berberati, Bouar, Bocaranga, Paoua Batangafo, Kabo, Bossangoa, Kaga Bandoro, Sibut, 
Bambari and Bangassou; while the stand-by base is in N'délé. 
 
Each of these bases has a specific RRM team and a storage capacity. The total storage 
capacity of the 11 bases as of 31 July 2015 is 4,539 m3. In addition, UNICEF has 
installed additional storage capacity in Bangui. The five partners have also set-up an 
early warning humanitarian system to enable alerts and rapid assessments. 
 
From 1 January to 31 July 2015, RRM teams received 107 alerts, initiating 72 exploratory 
missions (initial rapid-assessment when information is not sufficient to deploy the 
necessary resources for an MSA) and 58 MSAs. These 58 MSAs led to 29 emergency 
responses in the distribution of NFIs/shelter and 21 emergency WASH interventions. 
During the first seven months of the year, more than 139,000 extremely vulnerable 
people benefited from the RRM's emergency response in the most remote and isolated 
areas (98,123 people were assisted with NFI/shelter while 41,125 people received WASH 
assistance).  

If early this year the 

RRM covered 75 

per cent of the 

country, due to 

funding back-drop 

from September 

2015 the coverage 

should be reduced 

by 40 per cent. 

 

April 2015, Axe Rafai, CAR. Sensitization on the use of NFIs 
during distribution. Source: ACTED 
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               RRM activities and zones of intervention from 1 January to 31 July. Source: UNICEF 

Despite the current context of transition, the RRM remains necessary considering that 
new alerts are recorded every month; reflecting the specific situation of volatility of the 
various regions. It is therefore essential to maintain a rapid response capacity, in order to 
reach the most vulnerable people. Today, only the RRM has this rapid response capacity. 
The decline in humanitarian funding will affect the RRM’s capacity to respond. As of 10 
August, the RRM had only received 56 per cent of the required annual budget. This 
funding back-drop obliged the RRM to review its zones of intervention. If early this year 
the RRM covered 75 per cent of the country, from September 2015 the coverage should 
be reduced by 40 per cent. This reduction also requires the RRM to reduce the number of 
partnerships from five to four. The direct consequence of this review is the reduction of 
the target beneficiaries. These consist of some 44,000 extremely vulnerable people who 
will not benefit from an emergency response; to enable them to improve their living 
conditions with dignity. 
 
In conclusion, this drastic reduction will also have a negative impact on information and 
analysis, since the RRM is recognized as one of the most powerful tools for the analysis 
of the humanitarian situation in CAR. 
 

Celebration of World Humanitarian Day  
 
More than 40 countries around the world commemorated World Humanitarian Day (WHD) 
on 19 August with variety of festivities to celebrate aid workers and advocate for 
humanitarian action under this year’s overarching theme – “Inspiring Humanity.”  
Following a press conference held by the 
Humanitarian Coordinator on 19 August, 
an official ceremony and an open-doors 
exhibition took place on 22 August at the 
Alliance Francaise in Bangui. This event 
was attended by the Minister of Social 
Affairs and Humanitarian Action, Eugenie 
Yarafa, UN agencies, international and 
national NGOs, humanitarian 
organizations, the diplomatic corps and the 
general public. During his speech, the 
Humanitarian Coordinator in CAR, Aurélien 

A. Agbénonci paid tribute to dedicated 
humanitarian workers who lost their lives 

August 22, 2015. Bangui. CAR. Minister of Humanitarian 
Affairs and Humanitarian Coordinator visit stand at open-
doors exhibition. Source: OCHA/Salima Mokranis 
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Patients waiting for consultation Source: 
UNFPA/RCA/LSO 

during the conflicts in CAR and also to those who continue to undertake risks to provide 
life-saving assistance to the people affected by the crisis in CAR. He also commended 
the presence of humanitarian actors during this joint celebration. Homage was particularly 
paid to the Red Cross Movement and its volunteers for their persistent effort to help the 
people in need. They are very often the first people to assist the wounded or to evacuate 
them, putting their own lives in danger as was the case in Bambari on 20 August when 
one of their staff was attacked. The Humanitarian Coordinator reiterated the need for all 
parties to respect humanitarian principles. 
  
Other activities included a humanitarian exhibition with more than 40 stands, testimonies 
from people affected by the crisis, musical performances and traditional dances.  
Activities in celebration of this day took place from 19 to 22 August in various regions in 
the Ouaka, Nana Gribizi, Nana-Mambéré and Ouham Provinces.  
 

Commemoration of World Population Day 
 
The theme of the 2015 World Population Day 2015 was "Vulnerable populations in 
emergency situations" suits the Central African context perfectly since it is faced with a 

serious security crisis spanning over 
two years. The number of internally 
displaced people (IDPs) still living on 
sites in CAR is high. Monique lives in 
the Castor site in Bangui, and her story 
is similar to that of most IDPs. “I am 35 
years old and I am 5 months pregnant. 
I have not even begun prenatal care. I 
am living here for the past two years. 
My house in the close-by Sarah 
neighborhood was burned by armed 
elements living in the KM5 

neighborhood. I am unemployed and I live 
here with my son. My husband went to the 

interior in search of food and has not yet returned. I cannot afford medical consultation 
fees or medications. Thanks to this initiative, I have just had my first full consultation and I 
also received all the prescribed drugs. I am very grateful to all the organizations and 
encourage them to multiply or sustain these activities because we suffer a lot on the 
sites”. 
 
Like Monique, 467 people received sexual health and reproductive services during the 
three-days of mobile clinics, organized during the week of 11 July on the Eglise des frères 
de castor and the St Jacques de Kpetene IDP sites.  These services consisted of family 
planning, gynecological, medical, pediatric, prenatal consultations and treatment of STIs. 
 
Some 300 people were tested for HIV/AIDS, including 11 HIV positive that were referred 
to care centers for assistance and 102 pregnant women received individual birth-kits. This 
activity is part of UNFPA’s assistance to vulnerable people countrywide, through national 
and international NGOs and its implementing partners. 
 
Advocacy activities to prevent Gender based Violence were conducted with 100 IDP site 
leaders, local authorities, Mayors and district Heads in areas with IDP returnees. Finally, 
the official ceremony, scheduled on 11 July and re-scheduled for 15 July, gave the 
opportunity to present for the first time, the movie titled “Each of us matter”, tracing 
UNFPA’s response to the Central African humanitarian crisis. 
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Funding situation overview 
 

37 per cent of the requested funding received in 2015 
 
As of 28 August, the humanitarian appeal has received US$227,3 million in funding since 
January 2015. This represents only 36 per cent of the total funding requirements outlined 
in the Strategic Response Plan (SRP). Despite a steady increase in contributions over the 
last few months, this low rate of funding jeopardizes the implementation of critical 
humanitarian activities. The top three SRP donors are the United States of America (19 
per cent), the European Union (13 per cent) and the United Kingdom (8.7 per cent). 

 

 

Source: FTS As of 28 August 2015 

Portrait of a local organization 
 
The NGO Enfants Sans frontières (ESF) is a national organization founded in 2008. It 
operates in the humanitarian field since 2011, mainly in Child Protection, Education, Early 
Recovery, Peace Building and Social Cohesion in Bangui and in the Ombella-Mpoko, 
Lobaye and Mbomou Provinces. ESF’s headquarters is in Mbaïki (Lobaye Province) and 
its coordination office is in the Fatima neighborhood in Bangui’s 6th district. 
 
ESF aims to protect children's rights, promote education in emergencies and to support 
community stabilization and early recovery. Among the major projects implemented by 
ESF, the organization supported 25,000 children in Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in the 
Carmel and Fatima, St Marc, St Joseph Mukassa, Comboni and Padre Pio IDP sites in 
Bangui and its surroundings between December 2013 and August 2014. ESF also 
provided psychosocial support and reinsertion of 294 children associated with armed 
forces and groups (CAAFAG) in Lobaye Province. The organization also documented 
severe violations of children's rights in Bangui’s 8 districts, Bimbo and Begoua (Ombella 
M'Poko Province). 
 
Moreover, since 2014, ESF has supported the educational sector through the 
implementation of nine Temporary Learning Spaces and Child Protection (ETAPE) in the 
Carmel site located in Bimbo 3. About 1,200 displaced children are receiving educational 
trainings in these temporary schools. In addition, ESF rehabilitated 20 schools in Bangui 
and 20 in Mbomou Province. 
 
Within the framework of communities’ early recovery and sustainable livelihoods, ESF 
supported 300 mothers of vulnerable families in income generating activities (IGA) and 
provides support to 500 school children, including 300 girls and 200 boys in Bangui’s 6th 
district and in Bimbo (Ombella M'Poko Province). 
 
All these activities being implemented by ESF during this crisis are funded by Save the 
Children (through the 2014 Common Humanitarian Fund allocation), War Child UK 
(Islamic and Comic Relief), UNICEF and the World Bank. ESF would like to receive more 
funding to expand its activities to other regions of CAR where response has not yet been 
provided to vulnerable children. The ESF NGOs can be contacted by e-mail 
at esf_rca2008@yahoo.fr or on phone: (+236) 75 72 17 87 and (+236) 72 51 19 35. 
 

OPS Funding Outside OPS Unmet

mailto:esf_rca2008@yahoo.fr


Country Humanitarian Bulletin | 9 
 
 

 

                                                                                                   | www.unocha.org/car 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

For further information, please contact:  
Salima Mokranis, Head of Office a.i., mokranis@un.org, Tel. (+236) 70738733 
Gemma Cortes, Chief Public Information Unit, cortesg@un.org, Tel. (+236) 70087565 
Laura Fultang, Public Information/Reports Officer, fultangl@un.org, Tel. (+236) 70188064 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at car.humanitarianresponse.org | www.unocha.org/car | www.reliefweb.int 

In brief 
 

Local health worker killed near Bossangoa 

 
A 35-year-old health worker for Médecins Sans Frontières  (MSF), Pkecko Harly (also 
called Alfred), was killed by an unidentified individual during an armed robbery while he 
was on his way back from Bossangoa (Ouham Province) to Pama.  
 
Since May 2015, (MSF) has supported a malaria community health post in Pama, a 
village 90 kilometers from Bossangoa, by providing medical materials, incentives and 
training local staff. Alfred was the ‘Malaria Agent’ in Pama and was supporting his 
community. People who live far away from health centers or hospitals rely entirely on 
health workers such as him in order to be tested and treated for malaria. Insecurity in the 
Central African Republic is still having an impact on people’s lives, especially in the more 
remote areas of the country. 
 

Blue helmet killed in Bangui 

 
Clashes on 2 August between the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization Mission in Central Africa (MINUSCA) and armed elements in Bangui's 3

rd
  

(also known as "PK5", the largest Muslim enclave in CAR) and 5
th
 districts resulted in the 

death of a peacekeeper, while injuring eight peacekeepers and causing the death of four 
civilians (one apparently belonging to a self-defense group) and 14 injured.  
 
The increased tensions prompted by the joint police operation led by MINUSCA, aimed at 
capturing Haroun Gaye (a Muslim diamond trader and self-proclaimed defender of the 
Muslims and the 3rd arrondissement of Bangui) is also resulting in the displacement of 
people, with some 126 households having reportedly moved to M'Poko airport IDP site 
and 250 to the Central Mosque. 
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